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On the cover . . . 
Matthews Elementary students enjoying 
recess. Pictured in the foreground (left to 
right): Alexis Byram, Heavan High, CJ Walls, 
Christopher Adams, Zayah Winfrey, and 
Connor Sharp.
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Jump Rope for Heart

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
May 9 - Baccalaureate
May 17 - Graduation
May 23 - Last Day of School
June 4 - June 29 - Summer School
July 24 - Residency Verification Event and
 New Student Enrollment 11:00 am to 7:00 pm
July 26 - 6th Grade Transition Day 8:30 am to 12:00 pm
August 3 - Senior Registration 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm
August 6 - Junior Registration 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm
August 7 - Sophomore Registration
August 13 - Freshman Orientation 1:00 to 4:30 pm 
 and Registration 4:30 to 5:30 pm
August 13 - Meet The Teacher Night
August 15 - First Day of School

Public Notice - Non-Discrimination Statement - Prohibition Against 
Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation 
The Grain Valley R-5 School District does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, religion, gender, national origin, age, or disability, in its 
programs, services, activities, facilities or employment practices, and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. Inquiries or grievances/complaints may be directed to 
Dr. Brad Welle, Deputy Superintendent, Coordinator of Civil Rights 
Compliance (Title VI/Title IX, 504/ADA/Age Act), at PO Box 304, Grain 
Valley, MO 64029, 816-847-5006,  bwelle@gvr5.net or RELAY MISSOURI 
TTY (800) 735-2966.
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Middle School students had the opportunity to participate in after 
school Connections Clubs this semester.  Pictured below are South 
Middle School students in the Cup Stacking Club. Pictured left to right 
are: Gabriella Crocker, Alaris Coulter, Seth Bradfield, Matthew Jones and 
Wyatt Van Cleave.



Above is senior Tate Collum

Pictured above is sophomore 
Collin Tischner

Pictured above is junior Charles Cross

Pictured right (left to right): 
Mikaela Greichen and Miranda Greichen

Pictured above is senior Brian JonesPictured above is junior Alex Griffitt

Written and photos by senior Kayla Meade

Photo by  senior Logan Love

Senior Tate Collum Semifinalist for Simone Award

Griechen sisters named 
2017 The Examiner All-
Area Tennis Team

In late November, senior Tate Collum was 
honored by the Simone Foundation by being 

selected as a semifinalist for the Frank Fontana 
Memorial Award for the Outstanding Small Class 
(Missouri classes 1-4 and Kansas classes 1A-4A) 
High School School Football player.  The award is 
given to the football player that most represents 
excellence on the playing field. Area high school 
football coaches and media members in the 
metro area voted to select the nominees and 
winner of the award. Tate Collum was one of ten 
semifinalists for the Fontana Award.  

As quarterback for the Grain Valley Eagles 
football team, Collum lead the team to their 
second straight Missouri River Valley Conference 
West championship with an overall record of 
9-3.  Collum had impressive stats including 1658 
passing yards, 525 rushing yards, and a total of 29 
touchdowns this year.  He was named first team 
MRVC West All-Conference Offensive Athlete and 
second team All-Conference Punter. •

Congratulations to seniors Mikaela Griechen and Miranda 
Griechen on being selected to the 2017 The Examiner All-

Area Girls Tennis First Team Doubles.  The sisters finished 
the season with a 22-5 record, were the undefeated MRVC 
champions in doubles, and qualified for State finishing in 
the top 12. Junior Kendra Sibert also received an Honorable 
Mention in the 2017 Examiner All-Area Girls Tennis 
selections. •

Missouri All-State 
Band Selected
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On December 2, 2017, musicians from all 
around the state of Missouri auditioned 

competitively for a chance to play with 
the All-State band. Three Grain Valley High 
School musicians were fortunate enough to 
be awarded a spot in this highly competitive 
band with one musician standing as an 
alternate. The four selected were Charles 
Cross (Trombone), Alex Griffitt (Oboe), 
Collin Tischner (Percussion) and Brian Jones 
(Percussion). 

Given the incredible opportunity to perform 
with the best in the state, Cross describes it 
as,“overwhelming, but in a good way.” 

These students prepared the music for 
at least seven months for a five-minute 
audition. Griffitt explains, “It was a lot of 
practice time, I took many visits to music 
professors to get their opinion on how I 
was doing and what I could do to become 
better.” Along with that, Jones adds, “It 
just takes a lot of time management. Don’t 
rush because you’re not trying to be the 
overall best, you just want to be the best at 
that time when you are in the room.” 

After the whole experience of performing, 
the boys emphasized that state was 
definitely challenging, but it was super fun. 
There was lots of friendly competition and 
they were able to meet new people and 
connect together through the one thing 

they all had in common -- their love for 
music. As Tischner put it, “It’ll definitely 
be an experience I will never forget!” 

Congrats to the gentlemen and the 
Grain Valley Music Program! •

Pictured below are the North Middle School Honors Choir, Concert Choir and Show Choir students along with their A+ Tutor, 
senior Abby Boren and North Middle School teacher Ryan Cox, at Silverstein Eyecenter Arena after where they participated in 
a student choirs night at a Missouri Maverick’s hockey game.

NMS Choirs attend Maverick’s game



Three Grain Valley 
Seniors Selected for 
the All-State Soccer 
Team

The Missouri State High School Soccer Coaches 
Association selected three Grain Valley High 

School soccer players for All-State honors.  

Nate Chaiprathum- 1st team All-Conference, 1st 
Team All-District, All Kansas City Region, and Second 
Team All-State.

Logan Welle - 1st Team All-Conference, 1st Team 
All-District, All Kansas City Region, and Second Team 
All-State.

Brandon Speigle- 1st Team All-Conference, 1st Team 
All-District, All Kansas City Region, and Honorable 
Mention All-State. •

Photo and article by senior Jenny Carpio

Pictured are seniors (left to right): Nate Chaiprathum, 
Logan Welle, and Brandon Speigle.

District Buses Earn High Marks for Maintenance 
and Safety

Above: Inspectors from the Missouri Highway Patrol inspected the Grain Valley Schools bus fleet.

Grain Valley Schools 
transportation department has 

earned a 98% on the annual state 
inspection by the Missouri Highway 
Patrol in February. This is the second 
highest score ever earned by our 
fleet.

Our mechanics, drivers, and director 
are serious about safety and this high 
score is the result of their attention 
to detail. Grain Valley has a fleet of 
47 school buses owned and serviced 
by the district’s transportation 
department.  All school buses must 
pass a state motor vehicle inspection 
every year. •

Grain Valley Students Perform as a Part of the 
Eastern Jackson County Honors Choir

Eight Royal Talons Named to Academic All-State Team

Middle school students from Grain Valley 
Schools participated in the 2018 Eastern 

Jackson County Honors Choir performance on 
February 8 at Woods Chapel United Methodist 
Church.  The EJC Honors Choir is composed of 
almost 200 seventh and eighth grade students 
from schools in eastern Jackson County including 
Blue Springs, Independence, Oak Grove, Fort 
Osage and Grain Valley. 

Students practiced on their own and in small 
groups at their respective schools since early 
January to learn their parts. On the day of the 
event, students from each school met and 
rehearsed the music together as a large group 
for the first time. After practicing together for a 
few hours, they performed a public concert that 
evening. 

Bailey Jinkens and Lillian Novich were selected as 
part of a smaller ensemble that were featured in 
the song “It Takes a Whole Villiage.”

Morgan Manade and Bailey Jinkens were 
selected to have speaking parts during the song 
“Letter from a Girl to the World.”

The director for this year’s event was Mr. Devin 
Ceperley, choir director at the Blue Springs 
Freshman Center. •

Pictured above (left to right) back row: Gracie Havard, Bailey Jinkens, Allison 
Shafer, Makayla Robinson, Kaitlin Vestal, Samantha Johnson, Marissa Johnson, 
Evan Reich. Front row: Mattie Mwangi, Ellie Stahl, Lauren Parker, Christian 
Lanear, Morgan Manade. Not pictured: Madisyn Coppedge, Kaylynn Hoover, 
Cooper Bracken and Lillian Novich

The Missouri Dance Team 
Association named several 

Grain Valley dance team 
members to their Academic All-
State Team.  Dancers in grades 
10 through 12 with a grade of 
3.5 or higher were recognized.

Pictured to the right are 
students named to the MDTA 
Academic All-State Team: 
back row (left to right) Emma 
Howell, Amanda Postlethwait, 
Samantha Petralie, Adison 
Richardson, and Kaitlyn Petty. 
Front row (left to right): Caitlyn 
Cruz, Kassidy Greenwood, and 
Blake Servi. •
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WINTER SPORTS
HIGHLIGHTS

Boys Basketball
The boys basketball program finished with a record of 23 wins 
and 4 losses.  They finished 1st in the MRVC West for the 3rd 
consecutive year with a record of 9-1.  The Eagles won the 
Marshall Tournament as well as the Pleasant Hill Tournament 
while finishing 3rd in the Grain Valley Sonic Showdown.  
Seniors Tate Collum, Andru Garrett, and Ethan Macoubrie 
earned Class 4 District 13 All-District, as well as MRVC West All-
Conference.  Sophomore Josh Kilpatrick joined his teammates 
on the All-Conference team.  The Eagles finished their season 
as a semi-finalist in the MSHSAA district tournament.

Winter Guard
The varsity winter guard program this season is 
titled “I’ll Always Be” performed to the music 
of Rihanna. Due to their great performances at 
their first shows, the ensemble was promoted 
to a higher class and continue to competie at a 
high level.

Wrestling
The wrestling team finished their final 
season in the MRVC with a 3rd place finish 
in both the MRVC Conference Tournament 
and the regular season dual schedule. The 
Eagles qualified eight wrestlers for the 
State Tournament and finished in fourth 
place at the Class 3 District 4 Wrestling 
Tournament. The team capped their season 
off with a seventh place finish at the 
MSHSAA Wrestling State Championships. 
The Eagles were led by Trent Starr and 
Caleb Benshoof who finished as the state 
runner up in their respective weight 
classes. Other Eagle State Placers included 
Jaden Worthington (fourth place) and 
Trent LeGrotte (sixth place).

Dance
The Royal Talons ended their second competition 
season by placing third in the hip hop division at the 
Missouri Dance Team Association state competition. 

Girls Basketball
The girls basketball program finished the season with a record 
of 13 wins and 11 losses.  They finished third in the MRVC 
West with a conference record of 5-5.  The Eagles were led 
by 2nd team All Conference players Maddie Knust (12th) and 
Kendra Sibert (11th).  The Eagles won the Marshall Tournament 
Championship, finished 2nd in the Grain Valley Sonic Showdown 
and finished their season as semi-finalists in the MSHSAA 
district tournament.

Photo courtesy of John Overstreet

Photo courtesy of John Overstreet

Photo courtesy of John Overstreet

Photo courtesy of Addy Blackmore



MCCA names GVHS 
Cheerleaders to 
Academic All State Team 

MCCA honors GV 
Cheer Coach for 
her years of service

Royal Talons Compete at State

The Royal Talons recently 
finished their second 

competition dance season. This 
year the team competed in the 
KC Classic and the Lee’s Summit 
North Individual competitions. 

The Talons finished their 
season at the 2018 Missouri 
Dance Team Assocation’s state 
competition that was held in 
St. Charles, MO on February 24.   
The dance team performed an 
exciting routine and earned a 
third place in Division 3 Hip Hop 
at the state competition. •

Pictured above (left to right)  back row: Coach Natalie Upton, Kiah Keys, Tristyn Moyer, Kassidy 
Greenwood, Blake Servi, Adison Richardson, Reese Servi, Sam Petralie, Amanda Postlethewait, and 
Kylie Greenwood. Front row: Kaitlyn Petty, Emma Howell, Julia Dodson, Halle Harshman, Caitlyn Cruz, 
and Chey-Ann Kimbrough.

Pictured below (left to right) are seniors Kiera Santulli and 
Meagan Hodges.

Pictured below is Coach Delanne Carlson holding 
her MCCA award for 10 years of service.

Pictured above (left to right): Emma Howell, Chey-Ann Kimbrough, Amanda Postlethwait, Samantha Petralie, Reese Servi, 
Blake Servi, and Kaitlyn Petty

Photo courtesy of the Missouri Dance Team Association.

Cheerleading Coach Delanne Carlson 
was recently honored by the Missouri 

Cheerleading Coaches Association (MCCA) 
with its ten years of service award.  Coach 
Carlson received the award during the MCCA 
2018 Coaches Conference in Lake Ozark, MO 
on March 25.

Mrs. Carlson has worked with 13 separate 
varsity teams (coed and all-girl) since she 
began with the district in 2008.  Twelve of 
those teams have placed first at the regionals 
competition each year. Coach Carlson has 
led the Grain Valley High School cheerleading 
teams to an impressive 11 state titles during 
this time. 

Coach Carlson has also worked to expand 
the spirit program that currently has a varsity 
squad, junior varsity squad, eighth-grade 
cheer team, as well as the Royal Talons dance 
team. Next year, she plans to expand the 
program even further with a larger varsity 
squad and will open up the middle school 
team to include both seventh and eighth-
grade students.  Congratulations Coach 
Carlson on this well-deserved recognition! •

Seniors Kiera Santulli and Meagan Hodges have 
been named to the Missouri Cheerleading Coaches 

Association’s first ever Academic All-State Team.  To 
be selected for this honor, a student must be a Varsity 
Cheerleader, have at least a 3.5 GPA, and score a 24 or 
higher on the ACT or be in the top 10 percent of their 
class. •

Photo by  senior Logan Love
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The new 
Grain Valley 
Schools’ 
app is now 
available to 
download 
from your 
phone’s app 
store.
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Download the Grain Valley Schools Mobile App

Grain Valley Schools along with Blue Spring School District 
hosted the Reverse Job Fair and Disability Employment 

Event on March 6. Student job seekers worked for the past 
few months to create resumes, professional presentations and 
practice interviewing skills. This unique event was designed to 
help students with special needs transition from high school 
to the workforce.

During the event prospective employers from over forty 
businesses in the community where able to meet and speak 
with the students.  The event helped job candidates highlight 
their skills and abilities in a comfortable environment, and 
allowed them to practice their communication skills, as well as 
provide employers direct access to engage with job seekers. •  

Above is the Reverse Job Fair and Disability Employment Event sponsored by Grain Valley Schools and Blue Springs School District.  Students in 
front are (left to right): Jakell Williams, James Casey, and Jared Schupp.

Students Participate in Reverse Job Fair

Seniors selected for KMZU-FM’s Football Dream Team

Each year, KMZU-FM recognizes outstanding 
athletes from mid Missouri high schools 

when they select the KMZU High School Football 
Dream Team. Senior Tate Collum was selected as 
the  KMZU Dream Team Grain Valley Offensive 
Player and Ethan Macoubrie as the KMZU Dream 
Team Grain Valley Defensive Player.  

In addition, Collum was one of only five players 
in the state to be selected as KMZU’s Football 
Dream Team Offensive Player of the Year. •  

The new Grain Valley Schools App is designed 
with the needs of parents and guardians in 

mind and is available now from your phone’s app 
store. 

Be an early adopter of our Grain Valley Schools App and 
provide your feedback. When opening the app for the first 
time, users will be prompted to “set-up” and select any school 
the user chooses to receive news and push notifications.

Use the app today to enroll your child in SOAR, our 
new summer school program for children entering 
kindergarten through 12th grades!

This summer, we will prompt parents and guardians to use the 
app to meet the annual proof of residency requirement and to 
pay any back-to-school fees online, without the need to attend 

our annual residency verification event, scheduled for July 24 
from 11:00 am - 7:00 pm at South Middle School. We will still 
host the event for families needing to enroll new students or 
who prefer to prove residency and pay fees in person.

Downloading the app and selecting any school the user’s 
children attend allows parents and guardians to receive 
push notifications on school closings, safety alerts, or other 
important alerts. Parents and guardians may choose either 
text alerts or push notifications, or receive both.

It is our goal that this new app enriches communication by 
bringing “at your finger tips” access for families to essential 
district, school, and teacher information.

We are committed to communication that is open, honest, and 
frequent. Open and honest communication promotes student 
achievement and community pride. •

Photo by  senior Logan Love The Eagle’s View  13



Pictured above (left to right) are Stony Point Elementary 
students: Delaney Sutton and Carter Sutton.

Pictured left are Sni-A-Bar 
Elementary students (left to 
right): Brody Anderson, Riley 
Smith and Kieara Jones.

Pictured below are Matthews Elementary 
students, back row (left to right): Cohen 
Morris, Jack Cox, Gavin Beard, and 
Hunter Mayes. Jumping in front is Peyton 
Otto.

Sni-A-Bar Elementary

Matthews Elementary

Stony Point hosted their 
event on February 16 and 

raised $9845.00.  There were 
172 students that helped 
raise money for this great 
cause.

Mrs. Cates’ class had 
the most students that 
participated in the fight 
against heart disease event 
and her class received an 
extra P.E. class as their prize.

Carter and Delaney Sutton 
(brother and sister) raised 
the most money online and 
Delaney Sutton collected the 
most total including checks. 
These two students will have 
the Stony Point gym named 
after them for one year.  

Sni-A-Bar Elementary also 
hosted a Jump Rope 

for Heart event that raised 
$8.166.00 for the American 
Heart Association.   143 
students participated in 
this year’s event.

On March 1, Matthews 
Elementary hosted 

Jump Rope for Heart to 
help the American Heart 
Association fight heart 
disease. Students raised 
$6,568.00 for the American 
Heart Association.  The 
school exceeded their 
expectations and had 
151 students participate.  
Taelin Schatzer collected 
the most donations at 
Matthews Elementary. •  

Stony Point Elementary

Jump Rope for Heart 
and Hoops for Heart

Pictured above (left to right) are Stony Point Elementary students: Alivia Jones and Makenzee Stowe

Each year Stony Point Elementary, Sni-A-Bar Elementary and Matthews Elementary participate in 
the Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for Heart events to raise money for the fight against heart 
disease.  This year our schools were among the top donors in the Kansas City area raising over 
$24,000 for the American Heart Association.



Student 
Artists

Grain Valley High School
Artwork by Mallory West, junior

Sni-A-Bar Elementary
Artwork by Makayla Richberg, Grade 1

South Middle School
Artwork by Sydney Lindley, Grade 8

Matthews Elementary
Artwork by Brynn Turnage, Grade 2

Stony Point Elementary
Artwork by Hollie Blake, Grade 5

North Middle School
Artwork by Macey Gower, Grade 7

Grain Valley High School
Artwork by Alisha Scott, junior

Prairie Branch Elementary
Artwork by Ben Woodin, Grade 4



Seniors Sign to Play College Sports

Cortnee Barnett
Soccer

Haley Hunter
Soccer

Autumn Bicknell
Softball

Ethan Macoubrie
Football

Taylor Bintliff
Cheerleading

Cara McClain
Softball

Kylie Boehmer
Softball

Abbie Nicas
Softball

Tate Collum
Football

Tristan Pfeiffer
Football

Miranda Griechen
Tennis

Kayla Wade
Cross Country/Track

Lindell Frye
Tennis

Kayla Townsend
Softball

Asya Harris
Volleyball

Mikaela Griechen
Tennis

Jake Shafer
Baseball

Crichton Hill
Baseball

Ashlyn Welch
Soccer

Sydney Wiedenmann
Volleyball

Kailey Boyer
Soccer

Abbey Novak
Soccer

Rylan Childers
Soccer

Kyle Parkhurst
Football

Grain Valley seniors have signed Letters of Intent to continue their education and athletics at the collegiate level.
Photos by senior Abby Boren



Wrestling State

Pictured below (left to right) is head coach Jesse 
Whitson, assistant coach Jeff Bowman and junior 
Trent Legrotte

Pictured below is 
freshman Donovan 
McBride

Pictured below is 
senior Taylor Huwar

Pictured below is junior 
Mitchel Alexander

Written and photos by sophomore Addy Blackmore

Pictured below is junior Jaden Worthington

Pictured above is sophomore Trent Starr
Pictured above back row (left to right): Taylor Huwar, Drake Tipton, 
Donovan McBride, Trent Starr, Mitchel Alexander, Caleb Benshoof. 
Front row: Jaden Worthington. Not pictured is Trent Legrotte.

Pictured above is sophomore 
Drake Tipton

Pictured above is junior Caleb Benshoof

The Grain Valley High School Wrestling 
team qualified eight wrestlers for state 

in their 2017-2018 season. Four of them 
earned a spot on the podium and bringing 
home a state medal. These boys put all 
they had out on the mat and remained 
tough together, under the guidance of 
their coaches. The team didn’t bring home 
a state trophy this year, but Head Coach 
Jesse Whitson said, “We are returning 
seven state qualifiers to next year’s team. 
That gives us a great foundation to build 
on and improve in the next season.”

Last year, Sophomore Trent Starr missed 
his chance to wrestle for a state title, but 
this year he came back ready to redeem 
himself and earned a spot in the 120 state 
finals match. After winning by fall in the 
semi-finals, Starr geared up to take on 
Clay Singh, a three time state champion. 
Even though he lost, Starr believes that 
“Training my hardest all summer and fall” 
got him as far as he did to claim a 2nd 
place state title. 

Junior Caleb Benshoof qualified for 
state for the third year in a row and also 
claimed a second place state title. For the 
second time, Benshoof achieved a second 
place spot on the podium, this year in the 
126 weight class. After losing to nationally 
ranked senior Cody Phippen again in the 
finals, Caleb said that next year, “I plan to 
win a first-place state title, and I’m going 
to get it.  I’m gonna get that title.”

Junior Mitchel Alexander started out 
with a rough season after getting surgery 
to repair a torn meniscus. He said that 
when starting to wrestle again, “It was 
definitely a struggle. The hardest part 
was building back up the confidence in 
my knee,” but he quickly got back into 
practice to prepare himself for districts. 
By doing so, he earned his chance to 
wrestle at state. However, after losing 
his opportunity to win a state title for 
the second time he admits, “I had bigger 
things in mind that I fell short of at state. 
But all in all, I am proud of how far I went 
after getting back on the mat.”

Junior Trent Legrotte started off his state 
journey with an impressive win by fall in 
the 145 weight class on the first night of 
the three-day tournament. The next day 
Legrotte lost his first match forcing him 
into the bubble bracket to recover his spot 
for the podium, and he earned himself a 
6th place state medal. Next year he ensures 
that he’s coming back for a higher place on 
the podium.

Senior Taylor Huwar qualified for state for 
the first time this year after placing third 
at districts. He started off the tournament 
with a win by major decision 7-3. However, 
he did not get to complete this three day 
competition and admits that not all of his 
accomplishments were met, but he knows 
that all of the “blood, sweat and tears” 
he had given at practice paid off because 
he made it to state and had the chance to 
create more memories with the boys he 

wrestled alongside every day at practice.

Sophomore Drake Tipton qualified for state his 
first year on the Varsity wrestling team. He lost 
his first match of the tournament but came back 
ready to win in his bubble match and scored 11 
points to his opponent’s 7. But, after Tipton’s 
quarterfinals loss, he remarks that next year, 
“I’m going to train tougher and harder than ever 
before,” to move further into the competition 
than he did this year. 

Junior Jaden Worthington qualified for state after 
placing third at districts. He says after he realized 
he was going to state he felt, “Good, but not yet 
satisfied. I was still hungry for a state medal, and I 
was determined to finish the job I started back in 
October.” Worthington did just that and brought 
home the fourth state medal the team earned, 
taking fourth on the podium in the 220 weight 
class.

Freshman Donovan McBride also qualified for 
state when he placed third at districts. McBride 
lost his first match but quickly reclaimed his spot 

in the quarter finals after winning his bubble 
match 3-2. He lost his quarterfinals match 
preventing him from moving further into the 
tournament, but he says that in his next three 
years he’s going to, “Stay focused on the seasons 
to come,” and what the expectations are to 
improve his performance. 

This year, many of the boys took their first steps 
onto the state mats and so did Assistant Coach 
Eric Van Fleet. He got to sit in the chairs in the 
corner of the mat and coach his team to multiple 
victories. The coaches play a huge role in the 
performance of the wrestlers, and Van Fleet 
describes his experience as a “great confidence 
booster and learning experience. It makes me 
eager to put in that extra work with the guys to 
come back stronger next year.” 

These Valley wrestlers achieved great things this 
year and plan to achieve even greater things 
in the seasons to come. With the guidance and 
support of their four coaches, this wrestling team 
is always ready to accept the challenge. •  
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2018 COURTWARMING 

Above is the 2018 Homecoming Court, front row (left to right): Maddie Knust, Kylie Boehmer, Kayla Wade and Queen Meagan Hodges.
Back row (left to right):  Tyler Courtney, Andru Garrett, King Ethan Macoubrie and Drake Bray.

Above  are the Courtwarming queen candidates (left to right): 
Maddie Knust, Kylie Boehmer, Kayla Wade and Meagan Hodges.

Pictured above the 2018 Courtwarming King Ethan 
Macoubrie and Queen Megan Hodges at the 
Enchantment Under The Sea Courtwarming dance.

Congratulations to the 2018 Courtwarming Court

Queen Candidate Maddie Knust is passionate about sports 
and cooking. While in high school Maddie has played on both 
the basketball team and the soccer team and is a captain 
for both teams this year. Maddie has earned All-Academic 
All-Conference for three years. Along with this, Maddie 
volunteers at Children’s Mercy to pursue her interest in the 
medical field. Maddie plans to attend a four-year college to 
study nursing and eventually become a midwife. 

Queen Candidate Kylie Boehmer has been a part of the Grain 
Valley School District since first grade. She is a part of softball, 

basketball, track, NHS, and student government. Kylie loves 
spending time with her friends and family. After graduation, 
Kylie will be attending Avila University to play softball for 
the school.  She will major in special education and hopes to 
become a special education teacher.

Queen Candidate Kayla Wade has gone to Grain Valley since 
kindergarten. She is a part of both track and cross country 
at Grain Valley. She has received All-Conference academic 
awards in track and cross country and All-State honors in 
cross country. After graduation, Kayla will run Division 1 track 

and cross country at Arkansas State University. She plans 
to study physical therapy as a major and nutrition as a 
minor.

2018 Courtwarming Queen Meagan Hodges has gone to 
Grain Valley since kindergarten. She is the president of 
student government and encourages others to share their 
voice and be heard. Along with this, she is a member of 
cheerleading, FCA, FCCLA, GVTV, show choir, NHS, and 
soccer. Meagan also attended Missouri Girl’s State in 2017. 
Meagan plans to attend a four-year university to pursue 
broadcast journalism. She aspires to work at a news 
station and bring positive changes to the broadcasting 
world.

King Candidate Tyler Courtney is involved in National 
Honor Society, band, and academic bowl. Tyler has lettered 
in band for four years. What he loves most about academic 
bowl is being able to compete academically with friends. 
Tyler plans to attend the University of Central Missouri and 
hopes to become an architectural engineer. 

King Candidate Andru Garrett has been a model for New 
York fashion week and loves to sing. He is a part of concert 
choir and is on the varsity basketball team. After graduation 
Andru wishes to major in fashion and design. In the future, 
he hopes to design clothing and model. 

2018 Courtwarming King Ethan Macoubrie has been involved 
in show choir, football, basketball, and track during his four 
years here at Grain Valley. He was a two-time state qualifier 
in track for the high jump. Ethan enjoys singing and spending 
time with family and friends. Ethan plans to play football at 
Missouri Western State University.  

King Candidate Drake Bray has been a member of National 
Honor Society for two years and strives to be more involved 
in the world and making a difference in people’s lives. Drake 
also plays guitar, sings, and is very involved in the musical 
scene at Grain Valley. He has received All-Conference for 
both choir and varsity soccer along with attending Missouri 
Boy’s State. Drake plans to attend Truman State University to 
pursue pre-pharmacy, and then to attend UMKC for graduate 
school to receive his pharmaceutical license. •

Written and photos by 
senior Abby Boren

Grain Valley High School hosted Courtwarming spirit week activities from February 5-9.  Each day of 
the week had a different theme including Tropical Day, Deep Blue Sea Day where students wore 

sunglasses, and Gone Fishin’ Day. Seniors Ethan Macoubrie and Meagan Hodges were crowned the 2018 
Courtwarming King and Queen. The Courtwarming Dance: Enchantment Under The Sea was held on 
Saturday evening.



Middle School teams place in the Stock Market Game

Eagle Fans In the Stands Photos courtesy of John Overstreet

Last fall, Grain Valley middle school students took part in 
the 2017 Fall Session of SIFMA Foundation’s Stock Market 

Game.  The game is an online simulation of the global capital 
markets that engages students’ grades 4-12 in personal 
finance, economics, and investing. 

The Stockers team from South Middle School, took first place  
in the Missouri North division, with a 5.7126% return above the 
S&P 500 and had a total equity of $112,650.09.  Members of 
The Stockers included Camden Nelson, Matthew Jones, and 
Ethan Galvan. The Stockers did exceptionally well and ended 
up placing twenty-third out of 1092 teams in the state. 

The North Middle School team, Turtles With Donuts, placed 
second in the Missouri North division with a 4.3674% return 
above the S&P 500, and a total equity of $111,304.89. The 
Turtles With Donuts team included Ella Guyear, Jay Swafford 
and Brayden Hull. •  

Junior Angel Z. Duong 
Receives Silver Medal 
at FCCLA State 
Competition

Above Angel Z. Duong is pictured right with her FCCLA 
State Competition qualifiying design.

Above are The Stockers, the South Middle School team that took 
first place in Missouri North division of The Stock Market Game.  
Pictured left to right are: Ethan Galvan, Matthew Jones, and 
Camden Nelson.

Left  are Turtles with Donuts, the North Middle School team that took 
second place in Missouri North division of The Stock Market Game.  
Pictured left to right are: Brayden Hull, Jay Swafford, and Ella Guyear.

For the second year in a row, junior Angel Z. Doung 
qualified to compete in the state competition 

with the FCCLA (Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America), a student organization that is 
offered through the Family and Consumer Science 
Department.  FCCLA STAR Events (Students Taking 
Action with Recognition) are competitive events 
in which members are recognized for proficiency 
and achievement in chapter and individual projects, 
leadership skills, and career preparation. Students 
begin planning for their individual STAR event in 
October and continue to work on their project until 
the Regional STAR Events in January. 

Last year, Angel competed in in the Recycle and 
Redesign category. This year, she was one of only 
eight students in the state of Missouri to qualify 
and compete in the Fashion Construction category.  
Angel competed extremely well and received a silver 
medal at the FCCLA State Leadership Conference. 

Ms. Sarah Malott, Grain Valley High School Family 
and Consumer Sciences Teacher and the FCCLA 
Advisor commented, “I am so proud of Angel and 
her accomplishment this year! Angel puts her all into 
any project that she takes on and that was clearly 
demonstrated in the State STAR Events this year. I 
cannot wait to see what Angel chooses to compete 
in next year.” •  ST
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Team member SpoTlighT
Josh Farris - North Middle School Teacher
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North Middle School band instructor Mr. Josh Farris was nominated 
by colleagues to serve as a Featured Team Member. This is Mr. Farris’ 
sixth year as Associate Director of Bands in Grain Valley. For his first 
five years with Grain Valley Schools, Mr. Farris taught percussion 
classes at South Middle School and band classes at North Middle 
School. Beginning this year, he is full time at North Middle School, where 

he teaches all band and percussion classes.

I teach band at the middle school level because I feel it’s 
an important subject where students can find a place 

to excel and belong every single day. I think learning 
any art form, especially music, provides students with 
so many tools they will need as they go through life. 
Things like dedication, perseverance, attention to detail, 
and confidence, just to name a few. Teaching these skills 

through music truly allows me to see students at 
their best on a daily basis.

My job as a band director gives me the unique 
opportunity to connect with students over 
the course of their entire three years in middle 
school, and my work with some of the high school 

ensembles allows me to see them grow as musicians and 
people for seven years! Watching students grow from sixth 
through twelfth grade is certainly a highlight of my position 
here in Grain Valley!

I came to Grain Valley because I knew this was a special place 
for music education. While the band program was already 
well established when I was hired, it was clear that there was 
still an incredible amount of potential for growth, and that is 
something that appealed to me very much.

I was also very impressed with support for the arts shown 
by the school district. Of course, after being hired I quickly 
saw how that is matched in every aspect of this district. 

From booming elementary school enrollment, to brand new 
technology and design programs in the middle schools, and 
of course the state of the art facilities in progress at the high 
school. It has been a real joy to see how successfully the 
district has handled the growth of the Grain Valley community.

I am thrilled to be nominated for this opportunity! I go to 
work everyday surrounded by fantastic people and dedicated 
educators, and still just feel lucky to be along for the ride! 
On that note, I want to add that any success I’ve had in my 
classroom is completely owed to the students of the GV band 
program. The trust they have in me and the work they put in 
everyday has allowed us to make some fantastic memories! •  

“Watching students 
grow from sixth 
through twelfth 
grade is certainly 
a highlight of my 
position...”

-Josh Farris
North Middle School TeacherPROFILE



Missouri Scholars100 
to recognize senior 
Colin Beal

Senior Colin Beal

Speech and Debate State Qualifiers are pictured below (left to right): 
Hannah Sears, Benjamin Totta, Ezekiel Frederick, and Scott Overfield.

Senior Colin Beal becomes the first Grain Valley 
student to be named to the Missouri Scholars 

100 sponsored by the Missouri Association of 
Secondary School Principals.  To be considered for 
this honor a student must have a minimum GPA of 
3.750, a minimum ACT score of 29 or a minimum SAT 
score of 1,900, be ranked in the upper ten percent 
of the class and have taken upper-level courses in 
mathematics, science, English, and foreign language.  
The student must also have excellent attendance, 
be an exemplary school citizen, and be involved in 
school activities.

Beal will be recognized at the Missouri Scholars 100 
ceremony in Columbia, MO on April 22.

In addition, Beal has advanced to a National Merit 
Finalist in the National Merit Scholarship Program. He 
is one of only 15,000 students from across the United 
States to advance to Finalist standing. Beal was also 
notified he will receive a Merit Scholarship award.

Senior Logan Welle was named Missouri Scholars 100 
honorable mention. •  

Grain Valley Schools unveils a new Website

The new website has a cleaner look and is designed with the 
needs of families in mind. We have worked to anticipate 

what parents need from our website and include these items 
under the “For Families” tab (circled in blue) in the navigation 
bar on our district and schools’ pages. Five Quick Links (circled 
in green) give families quick access to the most popular or 
timely information parents need. In addition, the whole website 
is now searchable using the search tab (circled in yellow) in the 
upper right-hand corner of the page.

At the bottom of the district and each school’s home page 
is a link for “Website Feedback.” Use this link to notify us of 

any concerns or ideas. We are committed to making the 
information our families need easy to find. Your input will 
ensure we are meeting expectations.

Visit the newly redesigned site at  grainvalleyschools.org

The high school’s website has a special page with 
information for “Seniors” (circled in red) that includes 
up-to-date information on college application deadlines, 
scholarship opportunities, graduation, and the deadlines 
associated with senior year. •  

For the second year in a row, the Grain Valley Speech and 
Debate team will be sending four individuals to the state 

tournament in Springfield, Missouri. 

Hannah Sears earned third place in Radio out of seventeen 
competitors. Benjamin Totta will be going back to state for 
the second straight year, this time competing in Humorous 
Interpretation, winning second in the entire district. Ezekiel 
Frederick and Scott Overfield took home the gold in Duo 
Interpretation. Scott Overfield also earned third in his 
individual event, Original Oratory, which makes him one of 
only two people from GVHS to ever be double entered at 
state. However, Scott’s success doesn’t stop at the state 
level. Mr. Overfield and his Original Oratory also qualified for 
nationals which will be held in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida later in 
the summer. •  

Four students qualify for the 
State Speech and Debate 
Tournament

Written and photo by Benjamin Totta
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Website           Facebook          Twitter  Instagram
www.gvr5.net         @GrainValleySchools      @GV_Schools gv_schools

CONNECT WITH GRAIN VALLEY SCHOOLS Sign up for 
Grain Valley Schools 

Community News emails:
http://tinyurl.com/gvcommunitynews



Alumni Registration

Middle Schools receive 
National Recognition for 
Commitment to Empowering 
Students

Pat Milne selected for The Examiner’s 
Women of Distinction Honor

Freshman Arlette “Arly” Andrade has received an 
Honorable Mention for the NCWIT (National Center 

for Women in Technology) Award for Aspirations in 
Computing.  The Western Missouri and Kansas Affiliate 
of the NCWIT recognized students during a ceremony 
on February 9th at the Kauffman Conference Center in 
Kansas City. 

The Aspirations in Computing Award honors high-
school level young women for their computing-related 
achievements and interests. Winners are selected based 
on their aptitude and aspirations in technology and 
computing, leadership ability, academic history, and 
plans for post-secondary education.

This year there were 41 winners and 350 honorable 
mentions selected from more than 3,600 students 
nationwide. The NCWIT Award for Aspirations in 
Computing aims to build a talent pool for the growing 
technical workforce and celebrate diversity in 
computing. •

National Center for 
Women in Technology 
recognizes 
Arly AndradeLong time Grain Valley Schools employee, Pat Milne 

was selected as one of The Examiner’s 2018 Women 
of Distinction honorees.  Mrs. Milne was recognized at a 
luncheon at Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center on 
March 23. She was among 20 honorees from Eastern Jackson 
County. The 2018 Women of Distinction honor is hosted by 
The Examiner and is sponsored by St. Mary’s Medical Center 
and Speaks.

The Women of Distinction Awards event exists to recognize 
those who consistently represent the most distinctive 
women in business, government, education, and not-for 

profit fields throughout the community. Recipients of this 
prestigious award are nominated by the many citizens and 
members throughout our community.

Mrs. Milne served our school district as Director of 
Business Services for 40 years. Under her leadership, 
the district gained a strong reputation for financial 
responsibility. When she began her career with Grain Valley 
Schools, the district had a few hundred students. At the 
time of her retirement in December 2017, enrollment had 
grown to 4340 students K-12. •

Pictured below is freshman Arly Andrade

Pictured below back rowl (left to right): Dr. Nick Gooch, Dr. Brad Welle, Shirlene Stanley, Jim Milne, Aaron Hooper, Jeff Coleman, Beth Mulvey, 
Stacey Holzwarth, and Superintendent Marc Snow.  Front row (left to right): Susie Nickell, Tisha Homfeld, honoree Pat Milne, Jan Reding, 
Leann Ortner, and Linda Johnson.

Did you graduate from Grain Valley High School?  The 
Education Foundation is building a database to 

communicate about reunions and other alumni gatherings, 
to gather history about the school, to share celebrations, 
and to promote the efforts of the Grain Valley Education 
Foundation and its impact.  Alumni information will be 
used solely by the Education Foundation and the School 
District.  

Grain Valley High School alumni are
encouraged to register at:

http://tinyurl.com/GVHSalumni
or

scan the QR code on your phone.
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Grain Valley North Middle School and Grain Valley South 
Middle School have both been named Project Lead 

the Way  (PLTW) Distinguished 
Schools for providing broad 
access to transformative 
learning opportunities for 
students through PLTW 
GatewayTM! Our middle 
schools are two of 
ten Kansas City area 
schools to make 
this national list. 
Criteria to be eligible 
for the designation 
include the number of 
PLTW courses offered, 
the number of students 
engaged in the programs, 
and student success in program 
coursework. •



Middle School Bands collect Food for the Community

School Resource Officer Daniel Iiams named Grain 
Valley Police Department’s Officer of the Year

The Grain Valley Police 
Department has awarded their 

2017 Employee of the Year award 
to School Resource Officer (SRO) 
Daniel Iiams, in recognition of his 
outstanding community service 
and projects in addition to his SRO 
duties. 

Fellow Police Department 
employees nominated and a 
selection panel voted on the 
winner based on comments that 
each of the nominees received 
from their peers.  Officer Iiams 
received the award from the Police 
Department in December.

Officer Danny Iiams has been in law 
enforcement for 12 years and has served as a 
Grain Valley Schools Resource Officer (SRO) for 
five years. He is trained to respond to safety 
risks that could occur in our schools.   Officer 
Iiams is involved with many projects including 
R.A.D. (Rape Aggression Defense Training) 
self-defense classes, Grain Valley Police 
Department’s Shop With A Cop program, 
as well as instructing Grain Valley Schools 
students in the D.A.R.E. program.

Our district maintains SRO positions in a 
partnership agreement with the Grain Valley 
Police Department. •  

The Grain Valley Middle Schools band collected food 
items prior to their concert on March 1.  The band 

donated 528 food items to the Grain Valley Assistance 
Council.  

GVAC is a local affiliate of the Community Services League 

Left: Officer Daniel Iiams holds a plaque 
honoring him as Grain Valley Police 
Department’s Officer of the Year.

Above are North Middle School students and teachers, first row (left to right): Mrs. Katherine Whetstone, Ms. Emily Bales, Keegan Huff, 
Zane Williams, Hunter Pittsenbarger, Dominic Korycki, Jace Weems, Tanner Barker, Dawson Wagner.  Second row (left to right): John 
Keeney, Leland Kohne, Cadyn Riling, Logan Giese, Noah Luptak, Adler Stahel, Joseph Hansuld, Trevon Hildebrand, Mr. Nathan Perry. Third 
row (left to right): Macey Gower, Hana Francis, Kennedy Bohanon, Finley Waldren, Hailey Hemme, Addy Lyford, Paige Ryan.  Back row (left 
to right): Delaney Thompson, Landry Hicks, Piper Buddemeyer, Shania Cope, Abbie Coleman.

NMS Students raise money for Pennies for Patients

Local Girl Scouts extend kindness to help others 
change their stories

North Middle School students hosted a Pennies for 
Patients fundraiser through their SOAR classes.  Pennies 

for Patients benefits the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. 
The program schools opportunities to incorporate a unique 
STEM curriculum into their classrooms that provide students 
with an inside look into the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
funded research, as well as what Leukemia and Lymphoma 
are. Students also have the opportunity to connect with local 

children who are affected by blood cancers.

There were six SOAR classes at North Middle School that 
raised more than $200 each. The top fundraising class was 
Mrs. Emily Bales’ SOAR class that raised $289.88. The total 
amount raised by the school was $1,702.76. Mrs. Kathryn 
Whetstone and Mr. Nathan Perry are the NMS Student Council 
sponsors.•  

that provides food, clothing and other assistance to those 
who qualify in the Grain Valley community.  GVAC is open each 
Wednesday from 9:00 am - 12:00pm and 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm for 
assistance and donations. They are located in the basement 
of the First Baptist Chuach at 207 W. Walnut Street in Grain 
Valley.•  

Girl Scout Troop 418 at Stony Point Elementary brought joy to families at Hope House in Lee’s Summit in December. The 2nd 
and 3rd-grade students voted as a troop on a service project that involved stuffing Christmas stockings with goodies for the 

mothers and children who rely on Hope House for shelter. 

The goal of this group of 25 girls was to help change someone’s story, a 
lesson they had learned through their quest. The quest involved reading 
about other people’s stories, learning that people’s stories can change 
through kindness, and then intentionally working to help others change 
their stories in a positive way. The girl scouts stuffed nearly 60 stockings 
for children and their mothers and shared their story with Dr. Brad Welle, 
Deputy Superintendent, in January (pictured left).

Hope House serves families in our area and is dedicated to making sure 
every man, woman, and child affected by domestic violence can find refuge 
and freedom. Their programs include legal services, therapy, and shelter to 
support those impacted by domestic violence. Their hotline is (816) 461-
HOPE. •



Grain Valley Schools move to Kansas City Suburban Conference

At the time Grain Valley joined the 
MRVC, the high school had an 

enrollment of around 550 students 
and was very similar to the other 
schools in the conference.  The 
MRVC has been a great 
conference for Grain 
Valley High School 
for the past 14 years.  
GVHS has won the 
last 10 consecutive All-
Sports trophies, and 
every athletic program 
has been able to 
compete for conference 
championships every 
year.  However, with a 
current enrollment of 1334 
students, Grain Valley’s program 
needs have outgrown the MRVC.  As 
a result, Grain Valley High School will 
become a member of the Kansas City 
Suburban Conference beginning in 
the fall of 2018.  

The Suburban Conference consists 
of 27 schools that are divided into 4 
divisions that are aligned by school 
enrollments.  The four divisions (from 

largest to smallest) are Gold, Red, 
White and Blue.

Grain Valley will compete in 
the Blue Division during 

its inaugural year in the 
Suburban Conference.  

The school will 
compete against 
divisional opponents 
throughout the 
conference seasons, 
and each division 
has their own 

conference standings 
in each respective sport.  

Conference divisions realign 
every 2 years as enrollments 

go up and down.  With the 
current growth pattern, it is 
anticipated that our school will 
move to the White Division in 
2020, and may eventually move 
into the Red Division within the 
next decade.

Joining the Suburban Conference 
provides many great opportunities 
for Grain Valley students.  First, 

schools will be playing other schools 
that are more similar in size, and the 
larger schools are able to provide more 
appropriate competition.  Secondly, the 
Suburban Conference provides more 
opportunities for program growth.  
Within the next year, the Suburban 
Conference will afford the school the 
opportunity to add lower level basketball 
and volleyball teams so more kids will 
have the opportunity to participate.  This 
move also opened up the door to add a 
swimming and diving program in 2018.

The Suburban Conference is considered 
one of the most competitive conferences 
in the state.  As with any new adventure, 
the school expects to encounter some 
growing pains as schedules become more 

Kansas City Suburban Conference Divisions
Red
Lee’s Summit
Liberty
Liberty North
Park Hill South
St. Joesph Central
Staley
Truman

Blue
GRAIN VALLEY
Grandview
Kearney
Platte County
Raytown South
Smithville
Winnetonka

White
Belton
Fort Osage
North Kansas City
Oak Park
Raytown
Ruskin
William Chrisman

2018 Football Schedule
8/24- at Savannah
8/31 - Grandview
9/7 - at Smithville
9/14 - Platte County
9/21 - at Winnetonka
9/28 - Raytown
10/5 at Kearney
10/12 Ruskin (Homecoming)
10/19 Raytown South

2018 Girls Tennis
8/30 - Raymore-Peculiar
9/4 - Blue Springs South
9/10 - Lee’s Summit
9/11 - at Platte County
9/13 - Kearney
9/18 - at Winnetonka
9/19 - at Lee’s Summit North
9/24 - Bue Springs
9/25 - at Grandview

2018 Volleyball
8/30 - Fort Osage
9/4 - at Blue Springs South
9/6 - at Grandview
9/11 - Kearney
9/13 - at Smithville
9/15 - at Winnetonka
9/18 - Platte County
9/20 - Winnetonka
9/24 - at Pleasant Hill
9/25 - at Raytown South
9/27 - Blue Springs
9/29 - at Carl Junction
10/2 - Grandview
10/4 - at Kearney
10/9 - Smithville
10/11 - at Platte County
10/13 - at Blue Springs 
Fieldhouse
10/16 - at Winnetonka
10/18 - Raytown South

2018 Girls Softball
8/25 - at Adair Park
9/4 - at Platte County
9/5 - Pleasant Hill
9/7-9/8 - at Ozark
9/10 - at Kearney
9/11 - Winnetonka
9/13 - at Raytown South
9/14 - at Grandview
9/17 - Smithville
9/18 - Grandview
9/21-9/22 - at Liberty
9/24 - Platte County
9/25 - Kearney
9/27 - at Winnetonka
10/1 - Raytown South
10/2 -at Smithville
10/8 - at Park Hill South

2018 Boys Soccer 
Schedule
8/27 - at Harrisonville
9/6 - at Smithville
9/11 - Winnetonka
9/13 - at Kearney
9/18 - at Platte County
9/20 - Grandview
9/25 - Raytown South
9/27-9/29 - at Belton
10/2 - at Winnetonka
10/3 - Blue Springs
10/9 - Kearney
10/11 - at Raytown South
10/16 - at Grandview
10/18 - Platte County
10/22 - Belton
10/25 - Smithville

2018 Cross Country 
Schedule
8/25 - at Grain Valley
9/1 - at Lee’s Summit North
9/8 - at St. Louis University
9/15 - at Missouri Southern 
State University
9/29 at Grain Valley
10/6 - at Kearney
10/11 - at Warrensburg

competitive and demands on facility 
space continue to grow.  However, 
this transition period will be short-
lived because the Grain Valley Schools’ 
coaches and students have been working 
extremely hard to prepare themselves 
to compete against some of the top 
programs in the state. Grain Valley High 
School Activities Director Brandon Hart 
explained, “We are excited to meet the 
competitive challenges of joining the 
Suburban Conference.”

For up-to-date Grain Valley Schools 
activities schedules, please visit the 
activities page at:
www.grainvalleyschools.org. •

Gold
Blue Springs
Blue Springs South
Lee’s Summit West
Lee’s Summit North
Park Hill
Raymore Peculiar

Grain Valley Schools joins the Kansas City Suburban 
Conference beginning fall 2018 after being in the 
Missouri River Valley Conference (MRVC) since 2004.  



Proud to be a sponsor of 
Grain Valley athletes!

816-847-5535

-
 

www.mirrorimagecarwash.com

Independence
19300 E 40 Highway
Indpendence, MO 64055

Blue Springs South
1315 SW 7 Highway
Blue Springs, MO 64015

Blue Springs North
2015 NW 7 Highway
Blue Springs, MO 64015

“You Just Can‛t Get a Cleaner, Shinier Car”
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Residenti al and Commercial
Heati ng and Cooling
and Commercial
Refrigerati on

Serving Jackson County
and the Kansas City area

for over 20 years.

24 hours a day
7 days a week

Proud Supporter of 
Grain Valley Schools

QUALITY SERVICE YOU CAN DEPEND ON!

CALL NOW
816-690-3173

Free Esti mates
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Certifi ed Public Accountants
Accounting and Tax Services

816-847-0536
107 SW Eagles Parkway, PO Box 348, Grain Valley, MO 64029

Visit us at fl oydmeinershagenandco.com

Proud to support
Grain Valley Schools



Place Your 
Ad Here

E-mail: EaglesView@gvr5.net
for more information

Move-In Ready Homes | Only 2 Golf Course Lots Left

Danny Howell
816-777-7000
Danny@HowellHomeSales.com3730 NE Troon Drive, Lee’s Summit, MO 64064

(816) 525-9821

Alex Howell
816-529-2195
Alex@HowellHomeSales.com

Contact Your Neighborhood Experts Today:

Blue SpringS & lee’S Summit

DRIVING INSTRUCTION
Kyle Brandes

Driving Instructor
(816) 443 - 3880

kyle@bslsdriving.com

* New Driver Training

* Free Home Pickup and Drop Off

* Behind the Wheel Training

* Private One-on-One Lessons

* Flexible Hours

Learning to Drive Safely

www.bluespringsdriving.com

Mention 
this ad for a 

discount!
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Jarod M Moran
Financial Advisor
.

Old Towne Marketplace
203 B S.W. Eagles Pkwy
Grain Valley, MO 64029
816-847-1950

M
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Straight talk  
from someone 
who knows you
Sound financial advice 
means only making 
recommendations that  
line up with your goals  
and risk tolerance. 

Thoughtful guidance:  
It’s how we make sense  
of investing.

 

 

 

 K9 Diversity 

Private in home training, customized 
to fit YOUR specific needs. 

Schedule a FREE consultation today! 

 

- Obedience Training – Puppy Manners – Problem Solving  
– Behavioral Rehabilitation – Balanced Training Methods 

Dog Training 
 

K9DIVERSITYDOGTRAINING.COM 
Jess: (913)269-4503 - call or text 
k9diversitydogtraining@gmail.com 

facebook.com/K9DiversityGrainValley/ 

Mention this ad and save 10%!! 



Contributing Student Authors and Photographers

Ben Totta , junior,  is the son of Frank 
and Trish Totta. Ben is a second-

year member of the GVHS yearbook 
staff.  He is also involved in NHS, HOSA, 
theater, and speech and debate at the 
high school.  This is his fourth time 
contributing to Eagle’s View. When 
Ben graduates in 2019, he would like to 
become a biomedical engineer.

Jenny Carpio, senior, is the daughter of 
David and Gloria Carpio. Jenny is a first-

year member of the yearbook staff.  She 
is also a member of show choir, NHS, and 
student government.  This is her third time 
writing for Eagle’s View. After graduating, 
Jenny will attend the University of Missouri 
to major in political science, and then she 
is planning to apply to the University of 
Missouri Law School, so she can become an 
immigration lawyer.

Logan Love , senior,  is the son of Tami 
Love and Jay Love.Logan is a third-

year member of the GVHS yearbook 
and Talon staffs.  This is his first time 
contributing to Eagle’s View. After 
graduation this year, he will attend 
Blue River before going into sports 
management at a four-year university.

Kayla Meade, senior, is the daughter 
of Lori Kirkland and Charles Meade.  

Kayla is a member of NHS, color guard, 
marching band, wind ensemble, and 
track.  She is also a third-year staff 
member for The Talon and the GVHS 
yearbook.  This is her first time writing 
for Eagle’s View. Kayla is planning 
to attend Northwest Missouri State 
University on a music scholarship, 
where she plans to major in journalism 
with a minor in psychology.

Addy Blackmore, sophomore, is the 
daughter of Bryce and Betty Blackmore. 

Addy is a first-year member of the GVHS 
yearbook staff.  She is also a member of 
the track and tennis teams.  This is her 
second time writing for Eagle’s View. After 
graduation in 2020, Addy would like to be a 
cultural anthropologist.

Abby Boren, senior, is the daughter of 
David and Michelle Boren. Abby is a 

second-year member of the yearbook staff.  
She is also a member of show choir, and 
FCA, and she is a THON executive for NHS. 
Outside of GVHS she is an active member of 
her youth group at Christ United Methodist 
Church in Independence, MO.  This is her 
fifth time writing for Eagle’s View. After 
graduating, Abby will attend Northwest 
Missouri State University to major in 
psychology, so she can pursue a career in 
counseling and career services.

In order to raise money for Children’s Mercy, NHS took 
on a fundraiser that would leave some teachers with 

sticky fingers...and maybe their faces too. With 18 teachers 
participating and over 150 pies thrown, NHS raised over 
$400 to donate to Children’s Mercy. “It is so amazing to see 
our school come together and raise money for such a great 
hospital. The teachers at Grain Valley are seriously the best 
and the success of this fundraiser just shows that more and 
more because this event wouldn’t be possible without them,” 

the creator of the event, Abby Boren said. The fundraiser was 
so much of a success that other schools have been contacting 
her asking if they could bring the fundraiser to their school 
districts. “Maybe next year Dr. Plowman will join the fun.” •

NHS Pie in the Face to Support Children’s Mercy

Written and photo by senior Abby Boren

Pictured right  are  (left to right): Coach David Allie, 
Assistant Principal Mike Tarrants, Teacher Kathryn 

Nicolaus, and Teacher Julie Taylor
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The Early Childhood Center students and staff participated in several fun activities to celebrate World Down Syndrome 
Day on March 21, including wearing colorful socks.

Early Childhood Center celebrates 
World Down Syndrome Day


